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Abba Saul would present another version of the statement of the 
House of Hillel: “No. If at the time at which your oven is closed, 
the oven of your Master is open, at a time at which your oven is 
open, should not the oven of your Master be open? 


“Another matter: Your table should not be loaded while your 
Master’s table lies barren” [T. Hag. 2:10]. 


Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “R. Simeon b. Laqish was passing by the 
school and heard voices reciting the following verse of Scripture: 
‘And they performed sacrifices to the Lord, and on the next day 
[offered burnt-offerings to the Lord, a thousand bulls, a thousand rams, 
and a thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices in 
abundance for all Israel]? (1 Chron. 29:21). 


“He stated with reference to this verse, ‘He who interrupts the 
recitation of this verse [at its middle] concurs with the House of 
Shammai. He who completes its recitation to the end concurs with the 
view of the House of Hillel.’ 


“There is no difficulty in making sense of their offering burnt-offerings 
on the next day. But as to peace-offerings on the next day, in the view 
of the House of Shammai, peace-offerings cannot be brought on the 
next day.” 


Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “David died on Pentecost, and all of Israel 
were in the status of mourners who had not yet buried their dead, yet 
so they offered up their offering for the festival on the next day.” 


[In T.’s version:] M’SH B: Hillel the Elder laid on hands on a 
burnt-offering in the Courtyard [cf. M. 2:3B], and the disciples of 
Shammai ganged up on him. 


He said to them, “Go and see it, for it is a female, and I have to 
prepare it as sacrifices of peace-offerings [which I shall eat].” 


He put them off with a bunch of words, and they went their way. 


But the power of the House of Shammai forthwith became mighty, 
and they wanted to decide the law permanently in accord with 
their opinion. 


Now there was present Baba b. Buta, who was one of the disciples 
of the House of Shammai, but who acknowledged that the law is in 
accord with the opinions of the House of Hillel in every last detail. 


One time he went and brought the whole Qedar-flock and set them 
up right in the courtyard and announced, ‘Whoever is required to 


